
    
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Singapore Oceanarium advances conservation of critically 
endangered Bowmouth Guitarfish through 

first-of-its-kind wild release 
 

Landmark project, spearheaded by Taiwan’s Ocean Conservation Administration marks a 
major step in regional conservation science for the critically endangered species. 

 

 

PHOTO CREDIT: Singapore Oceanarium, Resorts World Sentosa. 

Cap?on: The Bowmouth Guitarfish was released off Chenggong, Taitung, on 22 June 2026 

Singapore, 24 June 2026 - Singapore Oceanarium (新加坡海洋⽣态馆) at Resorts World Sentosa, has 
contributed a juvenile Bowmouth Guitarfish to a first-of-its kind transnational conservation release in 
Taiwan, marking a significant milestone in its ongoing commitment to marine species recovery, 
conservation science and regional collaboration. 
 
The juvenile Bowmouth Guitarfish (Rhina ancylostomus) was born under human care in 2025 at 
Singapore Oceanarium, following the successful breeding of an adult originally from the eastern 
waters of Taiwan. Singapore Oceanarium is the first organisation to have successfully bred and raised 
a Bowmouth Guitarfish that was released to its natural habitat – an achievement that has helped make 
this landmark conservation effort possible. 
 
The conservation effort was initiated by Singapore Oceanarium and is spearheaded by the Ocean 
Conservation Administration (OCA) of Taiwan’s Ocean Affairs Council, brings together expertise from 
Singapore Oceanarium, the National Museum of Marine Biology & Aquarium, National Kaohsiung 
University of Science and Technology, Fisheries Research Institute of the Ministry of Agriculture, Shark 



    
Research Center at the National Taiwan Ocean University, Georgia Aquarium in the USA, Farglory 
Ocean Park and Xpark (Yokohama Hakkeijima Inc., Taiwan).  
 
Through the use of satellite tagging technologies, the programme aims to study the released animal’s 
survival, movement patterns and habitat use in the wild. The data collected will provide important 
insights to inform future conservation and recovery planning for the Bowmouth Guitarfish, a highly 
threatened species facing pressures from habitat loss, overfishing and wildlife trade. 
 
As part of the project, Singapore Oceanarium provided specialist husbandry and animal care expertise 
to support the juvenile’s preparation, transport and transition ahead of the release. A  
team of animal care specialists from Singapore Oceanarium accompanied the juvenile from Singapore 
to Taiwan on 4 June 2026, ensuring its wellbeing throughout the journey. 
 

 

PHOTO CREDIT: Singapore Oceanarium, Resorts World Sentosa. 

Caption: The Bowmouth Guitarfish was gently held in a floating net to confirm it has stabilised and 
acclimatised to ocean conditions prior to release. 

Upon arrival at Taoyuan International Airport, the juvenile underwent a water-change procedure at 
Xpark before being transported to the National Museum of Marine Biology and Aquarium for pre-
release husbandry and care. 

Following confirmation that the juvenile was in stable condition, expert teams led by the National 
Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology jointly installed a satellite tracking tag. On Monday, 
22 June, the Bowmouth Guitarfish was transported to Chenggong Fishing Harbor in Taitung and 
released offshore via a research vessel. 
 
The project reflects Singapore Oceanarium’s growing role in advancing conservation outcomes 
beyond its own facilities, by combining professional animal care, breeding expertise and scientific 
collaboration to support species recovery in natural habitats. It also demonstrates the importance of 



    
partnerships with government agencies, research bodies and regional partners to address the urgent 
need for the preservation of biodiversity in healthy ecosystems.  
 
Other recent conservation efforts include the headstarting programme of eight Hawksbill turtle 
hatchlings in partnership with National Parks Board, the breeding and release of the near-threatened 
Mosaic Reef Crabs into the waters of Tanjong Rimau, as well as provision of leopard shark eggs which 
hatched in Raja Ampat. 
 
OCA Director-General Hsiao-Yun Lu said: “This action represents an attempt at ex-situ conservation 
for the Bowmouth Guitarfish. The deployment of tagging devices can capture valuable data on species 
behaviour and habitat use, providing important references for future conservation and recovery 
planning. The OCA will continue to strengthen population monitoring, support related research, and 
advance conservation and recovery efforts through collaborations with professional teams and cross-
sector partners.” 
 
Singapore Oceanarium Conservation & Science Assistant Director Riley Pollom said: “Singapore 
Oceanarium is proud to contribute our breeding, husbandry and animal care expertise to support the 
recovery of this remarkable species in a first-of-its-kind transnational release. We are grateful for the 
Ocean Conservation Administration’s visionary leadership, and for the trust and collaboration of all 
partners involved. 
 
This important milestone builds on the work of the Population Viability Analysis workshop we hosted 
in 2025, that brought together an international consortium of researchers, scientists and institutions 
to assess the species’ status and the feasibility of conservation translocation. Now, this proof-of-
concept release has generated valuable insights that will help address key knowledge gaps and guide 
future efforts to protect and recover Bowmouth Guitarfish and other threatened marine species.” 
 
Singapore Oceanarium will continue to support collaborative conservation efforts that contribute to 
marine biodiversity protection, species recovery and science-based action across the region. 
 

 
- Ends -  

 
 



    
ABOUT RESORTS WORLD SENTOSA 
 
Resorts World Sentosa (RWS), Asia's premium lifestyle des9na9on resort, is located on Singapore's resort island 
of Sentosa. Spanning 49 hectares, RWS is home to world-class aBrac9ons including Universal Studios Singapore 
and Adventure Cove Waterpark, as well as one of Southeast Asia's leading ocean ins9tutes, comprising Singapore 
Oceanarium and the Research and Learning Centre. Complemen9ng this are six unique luxury hotels 
including The Laurus, a Luxury Collec9on Resort – Singapore’s first pres9gious The Luxury Collec9on branded 
property in collabora9on with MarrioB Interna9onal, the retail and lifestyle des9na9on WEAVE, the premier 
Resorts World Conven9on Centre, and a casino. RWS offers award-winning dining experiences and exci9ng 
cuisines from around the world helmed by celebrity chefs, establishing itself as a key player in Singapore's vibrant 
and diverse dining scene and a leading gourmet des9na9on in Asia for epicureans. The integrated resort also 
offers world-class entertainment, from star-studded concerts to immersive exhibi9ons. RWS is the first integrated 
resort to be inducted into the TTG Travel Hall of Fame in 2022 aZer being named "Best Integrated Resort" for 10 
consecu9ve years at the TTG Travel Awards, which recognises the best of Asia-Pacific's travel industry.  
  
RWS is wholly owned by Gen9ng Singapore, a company of the Gen9ng Group. For more informa9on, please 
visit www.rwsentosa.com.  
 

       /ResortsWorldatSentosa @rwsentosa     
 
ABOUT SINGAPORE OCEANARIUM 
 
Singapore Oceanarium is a leading ocean ins9tute dedicated to inspiring deeper knowledge, love, and ac9on for 
the ocean and aqua9c life. A bold transforma9on of the S.E.A. Aquarium, Singapore Oceanarium will integrate 
marine science, immersive engagement, and conserva9on to spark deeper connec9ons with the ocean and drive 
meaningful change. Our long-term partnerships with ins9tutes, accredita9on by the Associa9on of Zoos & 
Aquariums (AZA), and membership in the World Associa9on of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) and the Southeast 
Asian Zoo and Aquarium Associa9on (SEAZA) is a testament to our commitment to inspire genera9ons of ocean 
stewards for greater ac9on. 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS 
 

Singapore Oceanarium  
Elora Indran 
Tel: +65 9328 9373 
Email: elora.indran@rwsentosa.com 
 

Ogilvy (for Singapore Oceanarium)  
Ada Tong 
Tel: +65 9297 0748 
Email: ada.tong@ogilvy.com 
 

 
EDITORS’ NOTES  

1. All photographs are to be aBributed to: Resorts World Sentosa (圣淘沙名 胜 世界 ), unless stated 

otherwise. 
2. High resolu9on photographs can be downloaded here.  
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