
 

press release 

Horatio’s Curious Companions Welcomes  
Native’s Visionary Founder: Vijay Mudaliar 

Locally inspired and sustainability-led cocktails take centre stage at Horatio for an exclusive 
one-night only guest shift. 
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SINGAPORE, 21 January 2026 – Resorts World Sentosa (RWS, 圣淘沙名胜世界) begins the year on a 

spirited note at its whimsical, whisky-forward cocktail bar with a new edition of its guest bartender 
showcase, welcoming Singapore’s own trailblazer for the January edition of Horatio’s Curious 
Companions. This month, Horatio hosts Vijay Mudaliar, founder of the acclaimed Native Bar, ranked 
no. 45 on Asia’s 50 Best Bars, whose boundary-pushing approach to sustainability has redefined 
modern bar culture across the region. 

Taking place on 29 January 2026, Thursday, from 8pm till late, this one-night-only experience brings 
Mudaliar’s Southeast Asia-rooted sensibilities to Horatio, expressed through cocktails shaped by 
locality, climate and intention. From upcycled elements and gentle fermentations to delicate 
expressions of botanicals, tea and shochu, Mudaliar will be presenting three cocktails alongside a 
secret cocktail, accessible only through a password, inviting guests to uncover a new “chapter” in 
Horatio’s ever-expanding travelogue through thoughtful flavours, purposeful processes and stories 
deeply tied to the region. 

 



 

 
Born and raised in Singapore, Mudaliar is widely regarded as one of Asia’s most influential voices in 
contemporary mixology. Renowned for challenging conventional ideas surrounding luxury and flavour, 
Mudaliar crafts drinks that foreground regional ingredients and heritage techniques, underpinned by 
rigorous processes and storytelling. His work has set new benchmarks for what modern, purpose-
driven mixology can be.  

In 2016, Mudaliar founded Native in Singapore as a pioneering restaurant-bar rooted in regional 
identity. Native quickly distinguished itself through its bold use of local and regional produce, urban 
foraging and heritage techniques, earning international recognition for its thoughtful, boundary-
pushing approach to flavour and sustainability.   

For this edition of Horatio’s Curious Companions, guests will be treated to a lineup of cocktails that 
reflect Mudaliar’s ingredient-first philosophy, with each drink carrying a story of climate, culture and 
craft. All cocktails are priced at $20. 

Americano 

A classic aperitif to begin, the Americano is light, balanced and quietly expressive. Native reimagines 
this classic from the ground up, replacing commercial soda with a house-made Thai cola syrup infused 
with warm spices and aromatic herbs including nutmeg, kaffir lime leaves and lemongrass. A subtle 
touch of cold brew coffee introduces a gentle bitterness and depth without weight, creating a seamless 
bridge between aperitif and digestif. Refreshing yet layered, it is an easy-drinking introduction that 
reveals its complexity sip by sip. 

Basil Smash  

Designed specifically with Singapore’s hot and humid climate in mind, this Basil Smash is refreshing, 
aromatic and vibrant. Tanglin Gin anchors the drink, lifted by the bright, green freshness of sweet basil. 
Herbal complexity is balanced with precision, while a splash of Fino sherry introduces a subtle salinity 
and bone-dry finish that lightens the body and sharpens each sip. The result is a refreshing cocktail 
that feels lively and made for easy enjoyment on tropical evenings. 

White Peony 
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White Peony celebrates subtlety over intensity. A soft shochu base provides a silken foundation, 
allowing delicate floral notes and lifted citrus to unfold with clarity. Vibrant local calamansi brings a 
zesty spark, while fragrant ginger flower adds an aromatic, almost perfumed lift. It finishes with a clean, 
dry tea note that lingers gently on the palate, tying everything together in an elegant way that rewards 
slow drinking and thoughtful appreciation. 

Vijay’s Secret Cocktail 
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As a signature element of Horatio’s Curious Companions, guests seeking an added layer of intrigue can 
unlock a password-only cocktail. This hidden creation centres on the idea that waste can become 
flavour, transforming calamansi husks into a kosho-style ferment inspired by the Japanese citrus chilli 
condiment, introducing layers of salinity and umami. Korean influences come through in the bright 
acidity and structure of omija berry and roselle, while a whisper of mezcal adds subtle smokiness and 
depth. Bold yet balanced, the drink unfolds in unexpected ways, rewarding curiosity with complexity 
and intrigue. The cocktail’s name and password will be revealed exclusively on Horatio’s Instagram 
(@thehoratiosingapore) 48 hours prior to the event. 

This one-night-only experience offers guests an intimate opportunity to explore the artistry, creativity 
and philosophy behind one of Asia’s most influential bars. Each cocktail is a story, each sip a chapter, 
adding depth to Horatio’s evolving journey through purposeful collaboration and modern mixology. 
Reservations are strongly encouraged via Horatio’s official website to secure a place at this singular 
evening of discovery. 

- Ends - 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/thehoratiosingapore/
https://www.instagram.com/thehoratiosingapore/
https://www.rwsentosa.com/en/dine/signature-restaurants/horatio


 

ABOUT RESORTS WORLD SENTOSA   

Resorts World Sentosa (RWS), Asia's premium lifestyle destination resort, is located on Singapore's resort island 

of Sentosa. Spanning 49 hectares, RWS is home to world-class attractions including Universal Studios Singapore 

and Adventure Cove Waterpark, as well as one of Southeast Asia's leading ocean institutes, comprising Singapore 

Oceanarium and the Research and Learning Centre. Complementing this are six unique luxury hotels including 

The Laurus, a Luxury Collection Resort – Singapore’s first prestigious The Luxury Collection branded property in 

collaboration with Marriott International, the retail and lifestyle destination WEAVE, the premier Resorts World 

Convention Centre, and a casino. RWS offers award-winning dining experiences and exciting cuisines from around 

the world helmed by celebrity chefs, establishing itself as a key player in Singapore's vibrant and diverse dining 

scene and a leading gourmet destination in Asia for epicureans. The integrated resort also offers world-class 

entertainment, from star-studded concerts to immersive exhibitions. RWS is the first integrated resort to be 

inducted into the TTG Travel Hall of Fame in 2022 after being named "Best Integrated Resort" for 10 consecutive 

years at the TTG Travel Awards, which recognises the best of Asia-Pacific's travel industry. 

 
RWS is wholly owned by Genting Singapore, a company of the Genting Group. For more information, please 
visit www.rwsentosa.com. 
 
       /ResortsWorldatSentosa                       @rwsentosa 
 

ABOUT HORATIO  

Tucked within the storied halls of Resorts World Sentosa, Horatio is a whimsical realm where rare spirits, 

captivating cocktails, and boundless imagination collide. Inspired by the fantastical travels of the fictional bon 

vivant Horatio Fairchild, the bar invites guests on a theatrical journey through the world’s most storied distilling 

regions. Featuring the globally inspired ‘Trails & Tales’ cocktail collection, Horatio offers 12 captivating drinks that 

tell stories from around the globe. Step into a treasure chest of over 300 rare spirits, with a strong focus on 

exceptional whiskies from around the world. From the spirited theatrics of The Main Parlour to the curated 

exclusivity of The Retail Emporium and the hush-hush intrigue of The Enclave, every corner brims with mystery, 

charm, and discovery. Some come for a drink. Others come for a discovery. But everyone leaves with a story.  

ABOUT HORATIO’S CURIOUS COMPANIONS  

Horatio’s Curious Companions is a monthly one-night-only guest shift series that brings some of the world’s most 

renowned bartenders into Horatio’s world of exploration and rare discoveries. Each edition features a guest 

bartender who steps in as one of Horatio’s “companions,” journeying with him through tales of spirits, flavours, 

and culture. True to Horatio’s ethos, every guest introduces a spirit from their hometown or home region, 

curating cocktails that unfold like new “chapters” in Horatio’s ever-expanding travelogue. Beyond the glass, each 

bartender personally curates a music playlist to deepen the storytelling, while a secret password-only cocktail 

adds an element of intrigue — revealed exclusively on Horatio’s Instagram 48 hours before each event. More 

than a guest shift, it is a journey into the roots, craft, and imagination of bartenders from around the world. 

MEDIA CONTACTS   
Resorts World Sentosa  
Elora Indran 
Tel:  + 65 9328 9373  
Email: elora.indran@rwsentosa.com 

We. Communications (for Resorts World Sentosa)   
Jane Tee 
Tel: +65 9734 5609 
Email: jtee@wecommunications.com 

 
EDITORS’ NOTES  

1. All photographs are to be attributed to: Resorts World Sentosa (圣淘沙名胜世界)  or Native Bar 

2. High resolution photos can be downloaded here.  
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