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What Are Adaptations?

òAdaptations are special characteristics of an 

organism that enhance its survival in its environmentó
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Examples of Adaptations

ü Tentacles for gripping onto a substrate or 

prey 

ü Able to change colour to camouflage

ü Breathe through blowhole 

ü Engage in social behavior and work 

together 
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Match the correct adaptations to each of the animals below.

Stinging barbPrehensile tailLong snout

Bright coloration

Burrowing into 

the sand

Schooling with other fish

Stingray Surgeonfish Seahorse

Class Activity
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Types of Adaptations

Physical features of an organism
Structural 

Adaptation 

Specific actions taken by an organism 
Behavioural 

Adaptation 



RWS Restricted

Structural 

Adaptation 

Behavioural 

Adaptation 

Types of Adaptations

Walking legs Stinging barb Hard shell

Nocturnality Schooling Social behavior
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Group the following adaptations of a shark 

into structural or behavioural .

Nocturnality

Oil-filled liver Lateral line

Ampullae of Lorenzini

Test biting

Rolling back of eyes
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Behavioral adaptations

Structural 

Adaptations 

Behavioural 

Adaptations 

Nocturnality

Oil-filled liver Lateral line Test biting Rolling back of eyes

Ampullae of Lorenzini
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Adaptations and Their Functions

Feeding Movement Mating Defence 
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Hermit Crab Moray Eel Whale

Coral Reef Open Ocean Intertidal

Match the organisms to their suitable habitats!


